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EDITORIAL NOTE 


number includes articles the various aspects the 
school textbook, but evident that contributors are interested the 
broader aspects this subject, rather than the techniques the 
school textbook particular subject. should, however, prove 
interesting and thought-provoking raises controversial issues, and 
the opinions expressed are sometimes diametrically opposed. 


The next special issue TEACHING, June 1952, will devoted 
entirely Audio-Visual Aids’. Articles are wanted all aspects 
this subject from any teachers who have been experimenting. There 
much ignorance what meant the subject and anyone who 
has had experience planning Audio-Visual programmes the East 
may sure that will have something valuable say. 


The Technique the 


Language Textbook 


THE TEXTBOOK 
THE STUDY 
LANGUAGE 


will well make clear the beginning this article that 
language used cover the study both one’s own mother-tongue 
and also language other than one’s own, whether another 
modern Indian language, classical language modern non-Indian 
language. for the study these different types languages 
will have great deal common, but they will also have certain 
differences. There are also differences between them and textbooks 
suitable for mathematics and the general subjects, some which must 
briefly mentioned. 

There are differences opinion about the stage which textbook 
can profitably introduced the study the general subjects, but 
there little disagreement with the view that textbook 
essential the early stages language study. language study the 
textbook central. is, effect, very largely the syllabus not only 
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reading comprehension, but very largely, too, exercises 
expression. the study the general subjects the textbook should 
supplementary, fulfilling summarizing and 
topics suggested for discussion should point wider reading the 
pupil’s own experience. The textbook something learnt 
heart. There are many questions concerning textbooks for general 
subjects but obviously would out place raise them here. 

Let us, therefore, consider first all the textbook for use the 
study one’s own language. This, the early stages, will reading 
book, that book planned for the teaching reading. When the 
pupil has mastered the art reading, this textbook changes its function 
and becomes textbook for the study literature. important 
realize that there this change the function the textbook. 

result recent research great changes have taken place the 
type beginners’ reading book used English-speaking children 
the study their own language. How far these changes appear 
the readers other languages cannot say, the time writing 
have access other readers. This change the result the 
realization that perception wholes which are later broken down into 
their components, rather than discrete separate sensations which 
are subsequently built into wholes. When this translated into 
the reading situation means that instead starting the teaching 
reading teaching the separate letters, then combining them into 
two-letter words, then three-letter words and on, and then giving 
phonic sentences, such ‘The pig did jig wig’, the child 
introduced from the beginning simple, meaningful sentences 
matters interest him, the vocabulary which himself uses. 
criticism the sentence quoted above from reader generation 
ago that the matter hot interesting and more important still (as 
skilled teacher might make interesting) two the words, ‘jig’ and 
‘wig’, would almost certainly outside the vocabulary the five-year- 
old for whom the book was planned. long the teacher and 
textbook writer believe that short words are always easier for the 
child understand than long words will difficult write 
interesting books for children the early stages, for some the 
things which they are interested have rather long names. is, 
however, usually easier for child recognize and remember word 
like ‘breakfast’ than recognize the difference between ‘it’ and ‘if’ 
‘was’ and ‘saw’. 

Nowadays children are sometimes introduced reading means 
reading cards, wall pictures with sentence about them written 
below, and the reading book started later. ‘This article about types 
textbooks rather than methods teaching reading this must not 
pursued. can, therefore, merely enumerate some the essen- 
tial characteristics the reading book the mother-tongue. 
essential that from the beginning the child should feel that reading 
pleasurable and something that able master. is, therefore, 


THE TEXTBOOK THE STUDY LANGUAGE 


important that the number new words that the child has learn 
read year should limited reasonable number. This now 
recognized fundamental the teaching foreign language, and 
many the new syllabuses the teaching English are based 
upon this principle. need also realize that when young child 
faced with new lesson which nearly every noun, verb and adverb 
are new words read, his reading certain stumbling and 
cannot appear him pleasurable occupation. child learns 
recognize and read word correctly when meets different 
contexts. therefore important that early readers there should 
sufficient repetition new words ensure that the child will 
know this word when comes across yet another context. Most 
teachers will have had the experience young children learning their 
readers heart because the same lesson has been read and re-read 
round the class. This the wrong kind repetition because under 
these circumstances often find that when examine children 
reading presenting them with these same words separate slips 
paper they cannot read them. ‘The reason that they had met them 
only one context. One difficulty, however, arises for out this 
suggestion. When each new word has repeated and re-introduced 
several different contexts the result book more pages than 
when the writer satisfied with introducing word once. More pages 
mean more expensive book and most our children are poor. is, 
however, this article should try think out what 
are the essentials good language textbook and leave the financial 
implications those who understand them better. 

One other feature the vocabulary must mentioned: this that 
words should chosen because they represent ideas and things which 
are interesting the child, and which uses his everyday life, and 
not because they represent some phonic principle. say this knowing 
that all Indian languages, and some more than others, there 
difference between the literary language and the colloquial language. 
There is, however, growing most, not all, Indian languages 
type modern writing which the language very often journalism 
and kind half-way house between the literary language the 
literature the lauguage and the colloquial spoken language. not 
possible generalize about this. What important that educators, 
the kind textbooks they demand, should remember it. 
course matter controversy, for there conservative school 
thought which not prepared accept modern writing fit material 
for study school language textbooks. Nevertheless, this the 
form writing which the growing point Indian languages today, 
and which has the possibilities developing them into adequate vehicles 
for modern scientific knowledge. Everyone aware the present 
difficulty finding satisfactory scientific terminologies Indian 
languages. Another difficulty that expressing new ideas—arising 
out the social, political and economic changes that have rapidly 
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taken place—in the literary language age unaffected these 
ideas, Englishman were try describe the modern world 
the language Chaucer Shakespeare. 

This carries our thoughts the textbook suitable for children 
who have mastered the mechanics reading and are ready for the study 
literature. Summarized, leads the conclusion that the language 
textbook must contain material from the classics, both prose and poetry, 
well some good modern writing. should not only 
directed towards the testing comprehension and points style, but 
should such will stimulate the imagination and encourage the 
child’s own creativeness the use the written word. 

Most what has been written above about vocabulary control and 
the need for word repetition also true the textbook used for teaching 
another Indian language foreign language, such English. But 
this systematic grading words must added the need for 
equally systematic grading structure—the more these structures differ 
from the structures the child’s own language, the more important 
the grading. uninflected language such English, for example, 
the order the words sentence great importance. The 
pupil only confused introduced great variety sentence 
patterns the early stages. must have the opportunity 
practising one well before introduced another. are 
another difficulty. the language book for the mother-tongue there 
need grade the introduction tenses because before starts 
read the child uses different tenses. But with language other 
than his own has both learn read and understand and 
for that reason that tenses must introduced systematically. 

must always remembered that the chief purpose the foreign 
language textbook teach the give information. 
often one gets the impression that the writer has subordinated this aim 
that teaching some lesson hygiene morals. seems 
that the only satisfactory way write language textbook decide 
what points language are studied each lesson and then 
look around for story other material which can expressed 
naturally the constructions, tenses, etc., one wishes teach. The 
exercises, naturally, this case, will directed towards the teaching 
and practice these points language. 

All that has just been said far applies both the study 
another Indian language and the study foreign language. There 
is, however, one question considered which concerns only the 
teaching foreign language, say English. That the content the 
textbook; should the material have Indian English background? 
depends, would suggest, upon the purpose for which English 
being studied. studied introduction English literature, 
then important that the child should become familiar with certain 
features the English background—the English modes address, the 
food they eat, the houses they inhabit, the kind weather they 
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experience, and forth; also that certain folk tales and mythologies, 
knowledge which assumed many writers, should made 
known pupils gradually. ‘This suggests judicious mixture Indian 
and English content the textbook. 

the study classical language the emphasis usually 
understanding the classical writings rather than speaking writing 
the language. But here again the principle grading must stand 
and, the beginner’s books, the principle adequate repetition. 

all books for the study language important that there 
should good printing and good illustrations. Where young children 
are concerned important that the type should big enough. 
books for young children were suitably written, with adequate repetition, 
good pictures, large clean type and material enough for year that 
they are not learnt heart, probable that they would cost 
more than those for the older children. may necessary that 
accept such revolution our thinking. 

One final word about the language the textbooks the general 
subjects. obvious, but unfortunately often forgotten that the 
language these books must such that the pupils can understand. 
The teacher science social studies should not have give 
language lesson the textbook for his subject. has sometimes 
happened that child has been unable work problem mathematics, 
not because his mathematical knowledge has been defective but because 
has not understood the language the question. There sense 
which every teacher teacher language and every textbook 
textbook language. this so, important that the writer 
remembers the level language development the children for whom 
writing. 

JEAN FORRESTER 
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STATE Textbooks are Dangerous 
* 


this country have great leeway make education. 
However carefully and well the courses study devised and 
however thorough the administration, nothing value can achieved 
without properly equipped teachers. 

Most our primary school teachers, who lay the foundations 
education, are barely trained for the years 
training, which they acquire not only knowledge the various 
school subjects beyond what they themselves learnt full primary 
school but the ways and means imparting such, can hardly fit them 
instruct let alone educate our young way comparable with 
what being done more advanced countries. great deal this 
very short period training now given the purely mechanical 
business hand-spinning, which students under training have 
devote much hour more day, thus leaving even less time 
for the academic and psychological knowledge which these new 
teachers are sadly lacking. addition must realize that vast 
numbers teachers are allowed practise our children without 
even this inadequate training. ‘The situation further aggravated 
the fact that candidates coming from less cultured sections the 
community are allowed enter the profession with lower percentage 
marks the Primary School Certificate than those drawn from the 
more advanced sections. The salaries primary teachers, when they are 
paid time, are inadequate and low, compared with what other 
members the community with lesser educational qualifications 
command, that must admit with shame that, except happy 
chance here and there, most our primary teachers are indeed poor 
lot. The preliminary academic knowledge the secondary teacher, 
now that graduation being insisted on, might perhaps considered 
adequate were made teach only the subjects knows; but 
often the needs particular school compel arts man take 
class through the elements science which 
ignorant even through some so-called arts subject which his 
knowledge scrappy. 

The chief tool which the teacher and his pupils have rely 
the textbook. greater the capacity, knowledge, personality, 
professional training and experience the teacher the less needs 
depend his textbook. Nevertheless, however good teacher 
be, just has not the time work entirely without textbook. 
must have the fundamental drill and development exercises that are 
necessary give the beginner grasp new matter. may add 
and develop what the book but the well-chosen essentials suited 
his particular needs must provided with. For the average, and 
this means the vast majority, the textbook all their stock-in-trade. 
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often all teacher has even knows subject. must then 
necessarily the best. 

The American teacher addition full and good textbooks 
supplied with detailed courses study for each grade, giving not only 
different methods treatment from which can choose but much 
supplementary matter well bibliographies books can pursue 
the public libraries. What our teachers have? One the most 
two three badly illustrated books, and library which can 
refer, outside the large cities, even knew how and could afford 
so. 

Education the last department which our aim should 
economy cheapness, but whenever there retrenchment has 
made first the schools. These must increase the size their classes, 
work shifts without essential equipment and, further, asked 
this the cause national economy. First undernourish our 
educational institutions and then ask them starve while see other 
departments gorging and battening the nation’s limited resources. 
That education not primarily the saving money, but the intelligent 
spending money, something that seems difficult for many people 
realize. Nothing but the best should considered good enough 
for our teachers and children. Our first criterion should the quality 
and not the price the books used our schools and colleges. 

Recently there has been much talk about saving few annas 
school textbooks. anna not saved every day but once the 
year. Stop and think the many ways which even the very poor, 
these days, throw away anna two outmoded customs 
value, milk cobras, sugar and flour ants, candles saints, prayers for 
the souls men. When however question better books for our 
children, has saved. Have those who talk glibly about 
the necessity cheaper textbooks ever thought about the harm that 
these the taste and the eyesight the pupils, nothing else? 
good book creates desire read, think, solve problems. 
Good books cannot produced order cheap rates. They can 
only arise from the urge the gifted teacher share his knowledge 
and experience with his fellows. has tried out matter with his 
pupils, altered, experimented, noted and improved it, from day day, 
classroom conditions. When the time ripe gives the beriefit 
his experience others. There can ONE good book for each 
subject suited all pupils and classes over the whole State district. 
Methods and presentation well matter that suit one teacher and 
class need not suit another. only the broad divisions urban 
and rural areas the State Bombay; how widely different they are. 
Can the ordinary rural child really enter into the daily activities 
city child and vice How different are the ways and ideas the 
upland, inland dweller from those the seaside folk fishing villages. 
Even within one large city, how different are our ways thought 
and conditions living. All our theories education emphasize 


that educational matter and activities must built around the 
interests the child. How can this done give them all the 
same one and only book read the advocates mere economy 
would recommend? The next step with these laymen who are always 
out save money the expense the child—who, alas, cannot protest 
against this unconstitutional disregard the freedom guaranteed 
him—would have all books written and published the State. 

State books must necessarily unsatisfactory; for State, least 
all ours the present day, would undertake the production and 
publication more than one set books subject. would 
set The bigger and more varied the committee—which, 
like the man, his son and his donkey, would try satisfy all its members— 
the less valuable the book. committee save that which produced 
the Authorized Version the Bible has ever produced real book. 
perhaps the State would call upon some eminent educationist 
the approved political party write book. eminence would 
not necessarily the world practical, day-to-day classroom 
teaching. Most eminent educationists, all know, have long since 
left the classroom and not condescend consult the practising 
teacher the lower rungs the profession who will have use the 
books they produce. have seen recent examples State publica- 
tions which are anything but satisfactory. States inevitably call for 
tenders for the production their books. While they launch out all 
manner extravagant schemes, without proper inquiry counting the 
cost, when comes paying for books for our own children they 
always patronize the lowest tender, the sacred name national 
economy, regardless the quality the book they get return. 
When the State publishes subsidizes books, the teachers have 
choice and must all use the one book. Where then the much 
vaunted freedom guaranteed the constitution? all 
very well say are poor country. country the world 
the difference between the rich and the poor great ours. 
Why then should all condemned use the cheapest and poorest 
books will the case the State alone publishes them? Even 
they permit others publish school-books they can see that theirs 
alone are used. 

Once State publishes books there incentive change 
improve these books. few odd corrections here and there are not 
enough. Again the excuse trotted out that are poor country and 
our parents cannot afford change their children’s books. From the 
point view health, nothing else, more than one child should not 
expected use the same paper-bound textbooks that are use 
our primary schools. fact the lowest classes before child 
comes the end the school year the book rags and most 
children are compelled buy second copy without. The same 
old State books will continue from year year with outmoded ideas 
and may send our teachers through Training 
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Colleges, and some lucky ones institutions abroad, and tell them 
all about new and advanced methods; but when they back the 
schools their one tool entirely out date. are making the 
more intelligent discontented and the others indifferent. 

Our States are not the habit trusting consulting the man 
the spot, especially those the lower grades the services. Hence the 
teacher will have suffer silence and dare not point out short- 
comings the State-produced books, very well might one 
placed the market educational publisher. Educational 
publishers have their own reputations maintain and are therefore always 
anxious have opinions from capable and intelligent teachers how 
improve their books bring them into line with advanced 
methods and theories education—needs which States bent economy 
ignore. The very competition between different publishers makes for 
better books reasonable prices keeping with their quality both 
content and production. (Few States will spend lavishly such 
beautiful first reader with coloured illustration high artistic merit 
every page did Fascist Italy.) 

The argument for State production books based the desire 
for uniformity among all the people, which makes strong appeal 
certain types laymen. Uniformity means educational 
possibility even were desirable. Children differ much not only 
ability but interests that even within the same age-group 
different approach has made. Uniform State books, with the 
usual idea getting the cheapest, will not allow for this. 

Another great danger State books must faced. is, our 
standards education are low enough. Because excessively large 
classes, often taught inexperienced and untrained teachers recruited 
communal considerations and not primarily because their 
personality professional suitability, those standards are falling lower 
still. all are condemned use the same book will obviously 
have brought down the standard and understanding the 
least efficient rather than kept that the best teacher. Even now 
hear complaints from teachers, who neither know enough nor have 
the desire improve their professional qualifications, that the courses 
are too heavy and they cannot follow the textbooks provided. 
schemes studies are then watered down, instead either dispensing 
with such teachers insisting their places being taken better 
qualified people. This however impossible for the rates salary 
given primary teachers better people can expected join the 
profession, unless they are fortunate have private means. 
While advanced countries teachers are expected renew add 
their professional qualifications every few years keep abreast 
new ideas and methods, neither insist the preliminary 
training all teachers nor the improvement the standards 
those who are already the profession. Our teachers need wealth 
good textbooks and other books supplement their knowledge and 


vivify their methods, not the one uniform textbook that States would 
somehow produce for them. 

Let turn now the greatest danger that follows the production 
and compulsory use State textbooks schools 
Most often, whatever excuse State may make for producing its 
own textbooks, the real reason that this means they may catch 
the youth the nation impressionable age and bring them 
believe particular ideology and oppose all others without even know- 
ing what they stand for. states, whether Fascist, Nazi 
Communist, make secret this. must however beware lest 
States that are said stand for democracy force children think 
and act all one way without giving them chance know about 
different modes life and thought, whose implications they should 
examine critically for themselves. not only through language and 
social studies textbooks that pupils can turned into young 
Fascists, Nazis Communists but even through such strictly factual 
subjects science and mathematics—as any one who has seen the 
Nazi textbooks these subjects can testify. have train 
our young live the full, face the world today and 
play their part its progress. ‘This cannot done merely the 
glorification all that ours and the vilification all things foreign, 
distorting history, looking always the past and finding plausible 
excuses for our shortcomings. must from the very beginning 
train our children, however young, look all sides problem, 
call for information from different quarters, before making 
minds. State books their very nature cannot permit this attitude. 
Once young people start wrong very difficult get them think 
freely. who are now trying re-educate the younger generation 
Italy and Germany, who their State textbooks were kept 
blinkers children, know how well-nigh impossible get into 
them the spirit criticism following full and free inquiry. 

State monopolies books are dangerous and must fought tooth 
and nail the profession before they are allowed not only entrench 
themselves but even get foothold. more than ever 
behoves teachers the alert, exercise our professional 
rights and carry out our responsibilities towards the children teach. 
and not the layman, whatever his standing politician be, must 
decide all matters about our books. 
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the hands skilful teacher. logical corollary this statement 
that the production both good textbooks and skilful teachers must 
matter vital importance nation that battling desperately 
with several giants the road reconstruction. The problem 
textbooks our country largely concerned with textbooks written 
Indian languages. For large section the school-going popula- 
tion—that is, for pupils who receive education only the seventh 
standard primary schools—English books have value whatsoever. 
Even the case children who receive instruction secondary 
schools, the majority textbooks purchased and used are those the 
regional languages. With English rapidly its place the medium 
instruction the High school standards, even subjects like 
mathematics and science, textbooks written the different languages 
the States are now being published increasingly large numbers. 
There tremendous output school literature for pupils the 
mother-tongue. 

Unfortunately, however, this desirable increase the number 
vernacular textbooks recent years has not resulted corresponding 
improvement their quality. average school book printed 
Indian language not calculated give pleasure either its 
external appearance the matter presented within its covers; 
quite often bears unmistakable traces hasty authorship, shoddy 
printing and illustration, and the publisher’s anxiety for the maximum 
return his investment. There are some publishing firms that are 
genuinely interested producing books standard; but 
these are few and far between, and any case their efforts towards 
raising the quality textbooks for the lower classes are largely nullified 
the popular demand for cheap prices. poor country like ours, 
the cost book factor which weighs considerably with 
prescribing authorities charged with the duty selecting suitable 
books for use schools. ‘The average parent concerned only with 
the economic aspect the question. The cheaper the book the better 
from his point view. not and fact cannot expected 
take those pedagogical and technical requirements 
which educationists believe book should satisfy before 
sanctioned for use pupils school. 

What are the pedagogical criteria borne mind when decid- 
ing the suitability otherwise textbooks for schoolchildren? Several 
years ago the Government Bombay appointed Committee 
connexion with the selection and preparation textbooks the four 
languages the State—Marathi, Gujarati, Kannada and 
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accordance with the first term reference, the Committee was 
requested see whether the textbooks available the market 
were written any scientific basis and whether 
basis was suitable. The Committee, therefore, had consider certain 
general principles the light which specific requirements could 
laid down for judging the existing school books the different subjects. 
The following principles were regarded being fundamental 
importance reviewing all kinds textbooks: 


(i) Correctness and accuracy the subject 
(ii) Psychological gradation the contents according the age and 
development children. 
Choice language and style keeping with the range child- 
vocabulary. 
(iv) Use standard language.' 


After examining carefully all the available textbooks, the Committee 
came the conclusion that these books, broadly speaking, did not satisfy 
the requirements laid down and that there was urgent need for 
better school literature practically every subject and every language. 
That was 1942. Nine years later the need for better textbooks 
the regional languages the State acute ever. 

book, judged the criteria given above, may successfully pass 
the test and yet fail appeal effectively the vast majority 
schoolchildren. subject matter may accurate and carefully 
graded; the language may clear and easily comprehensible; but the 
book may nothing more than compendium dry-as-dust facts, 
skilfully compiled course, meet the requirements the depart- 
mental syllabus and perhaps with eye the demands formal 
examination. What often radically wrong with our school books 
just this defect presentation—the failure employ methods and 
devices which will rouse the interest the pupil and promote active 
learning. How many the existing history, geography and science 
textbooks, for instance, contain good table contents and index, 
outlines the chapter the topic covered, problems, questions and 
exercises stimulate thought, definite suggestions regarding supple- 
mentary reading, even simple examples and analogies that would 
drive home principle which the writer attempting explain? 
any wonder that the pupils regard the reading the average textbook 
unbearable drudgery and leave the school with aversion all 
kinds books and dislike for all kinds reading? 

For the deficiencies which have been referred above, the author 
himself mainly responsible. the Indian textbook market today, 
have far too many writers who, given the syllabus, copy the 
departmental rules, and the promise lump sum way 
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remuneration, are ready dash off book short notice any 
subject the school curriculum. But there are certain other defects 
the Indian textbook for which the publishers are blame. ‘These 
defects are connexion with what may called the production values 
the book—a matter which the poor textbook scribe has little 
nothing say. Among the technical requisites good textbook, the 
most important its general get-up. its attractive exterior and 
good quality the paper used, must hold out promise 
the potential young reader interesting instruction within its covers. 
The physical appeal textbook, however, depends not only 
its arresting cover-page and its binding but also the illustrative 
material inside—on the pictures, the coloured plates, the maps, 
the charts and the diagrams that lend point and significance the 
subject matter. this respect that the textbooks Indian 
languages are inferior similar publications English, particularly 
those that are published abroad for children studying the junior 
forms. Compare geography series our primary schools with 
one the many sets fascinating books about lands and peoples 
which English pupils read. The difference between the two 
marked that does not need any further elaboration. not 
that our textbooks are absolutely lacking illustrative material. 
fact, recent years there has been tendency crowd the pages 
school books with illustrations, good, bad and indifferent. ‘At 
least one picture every page and preferably two’ seems the 
new formula devised some shrewd publishing firms. But the pic- 
tures and sketches are sometimes crude, other times confusing, and 
more often than not they nothing particular. ‘They appear 
have been included not much help the pupils facilitate 
the sanction the book School Book Committees 

defence publishers may said that the necessity provid- 
ing books very low cost comes the way any material 
improvement their quality. Education has now become expensive 
business; and State governments are extremely unwilling sanction 
books, however good, the prices which are not within the reach 
the majority parents. has been calculated ‘that good 
textbook with sufficient number pictures, illustrations and coloured 
plates must assured per edition about 25,000 copies before 
can offered the publisher reasonably low price’.' This 
probably explains why there are few textbooks with coloured illustra- 
tions our secondary schools. far the primary classes are 
concerned, the fixing this ‘cheap-cost unit’ 25,000 copies has 
ultimately led the Government Bombay prepare its own language 
readers and limit the selection books used the other 
subjects three each linguistic region. Indeed, the Government 
one time contemplated complete uniformity textbooks each region, 
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but has now modified its decision concession agitation pub- 
lishers and authors. The Education Department will, the advice 
‘Filter Committee’, now prescribe three books from among those 
sanctioned the School Book Committees each subject for each 
region, and the School Boards will then make their own choice from 
the prescribed list. Thus, with view enabling pupils get good 
books cheap rates and lessening the financial burden parents 
and guardians, the Government has appointed special selection com- 
mittees sit judgement over the work the School Book 
Committees and reduce the sanctioned list books small number. 
Apart from the anomaly this procedure, doubtful whether the 
limitation the selected books three educationally sound 
policy. Since cost will predominant factor for consideration 
the selection the three books, such arbitrary limitation may dis- 
courage good deal educational effort and experimentation. Everybody 
will agree that, other things being equal, preference must given 
cheap books that the cost the parents may low possible; 
but the importance placing really good books the hands 
children cannot minimized. There limit below which cheapness 
can only obtained the sacrifice quality. 

There are certain other aspects textbooks the Indian 
languages which can only briefly touched upon this article. 
The Pawate Committee Bombay State recommended the Educa- 
tion Department the desirability determining generally accepted 
terminology for the various subjects and publishing the same for the 
information and guidance the public. steps have yet been taken 
this direction. There still commonly accepted terminology 
Marathi, Gujarati and Kannada for the expression technical ideas 
science, mathematics and even geography. The result 
sometimes different writers use different words describe one and 
the same thing. Till uniform terminology for each language 
agreed upon, the only way out the present chaos seems the 
use English terms and symbols teaching scientific subjects 
secondary schools. 

account the predominant position that English hitherto 
occupied the secondary school curriculum, textbooks the regional 
languages did not receive due recognition and importance. The new 
outlook education demands changed attitude towards such books 
the people who prepare and publish them, the authorities that 
sanction them, and finally the schools which prescribe them for the 
use their pupils. Only when all these three parties are fully alive 
their respective responsibilities can raise the status the 
textbooks written what were formerly called the vernaculars, and 
transform them into really potent instruments education. 


Means, not 


End Itself 


THE FUNCTION 
THE TEXTBOOK 


the right use ‘the textbook depends, large extent, the 
success the education which give our children school. The 
textbook looms large Indian schools and colleges. Too often 
misused, and hence the failure much our education. The text- 
book closely linked with the examination, and, between textbook 
wrongly used and wrong type examination, the result has been 
narrowing knowledge into set defined channels, and, worse still, 
destruction interest subjects and limitation cultural 
horizons. 

The examination—which tends over-emphasize the textbook and 
what it, the detriment wide knowledge the subject and 
ability use that knowledge and think—has been responsible for 
wrong ideas about what textbook really for, and about its real use. 
Hence have textbook-dominated education and the production 
textbooks whose purpose give students minimum factual 
knowledge which will enable them, after due cramming, pass the 

textbook means and not end itself. school the 
subject study branch knowledge skill and not textbook. 
The textbook means which the student helped his study. 
not something which has studied for its own sake. The 
object the work done not the mastery book. may 
necessary master what given the book. But this simply 
foundation which build; means towards progress the 
particular subject, and towards widening interest. 

The textbook, then, should never constitute boundary. should 
never set limit. Students should never have the idea that their task 
simply learn what the book and more. The book must 
never take the place the subject. not the function text- 
particular year. should rather looked giving minimum 
knowledge which necessary foundation. 

Nor should textbook worshipped and looked giving the 
last word the subject with which deals. textbook verbally 
‘Too commonly the attitude students their textbooks that 
some religious people their sacred scriptures. What given 
beyond argument. there accepted without thought and 
reproduced without understanding. When this the attitude adopted 
towards the textbook, little value. The result that without 
the book the student lost, and when has ‘done’ the book, 
thinks has ‘done’ the subject. this attitude developed, the 
textbook becomes the enemy true education. 
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the textbook not something swallowed indigestible 
lumps for the purpose passing examination, follows that 
neither device for relieving the teacher the necessity 
teaching. textbook aid teaching, not substitute for 
teaching. The practice setting students many pages the text- 
book read and learn, and then spending the time the lesson 
testing whether they have done not, just reading the book 
class with few comments and explanations thrown in, not 
teaching. teacher who uses the textbook this way not 
teaching. expecting the textbook his job for him, and this 
never intended do. 

remember once getting rather irate letter from teacher about 
textbook elementary Educational Psychology which had written 
for use teacher-training classes. the end each chapter were 
questions, the object which was help students think about 
what they had read and apply actual life. The teacher who 
wrote complained bitterly because the book did not give, set 
words and order, the answers these questions. wanted the text- 
book supply everything black and white, not realizing that his 
job was take the questions and discuss them and thrash them 
out with his class, task which admittedly required thought and effort, 
but which was what was supposed doing with his class. 
expected the book everything for him. 

have been considering the subject rather from the negative side. 
There are five main positive uses textbook. 

{i) textbook should give foundation necessary knowledge. 
every subject there are certain basic facts which must known 
and learned. This the basis which the teacher can build. The 
foundation and the outline the textbook give 
facts, and this way save time and give students something 
which they can refer. teacher may present these facts any way 
likes and use any method presentation wishes to, but, the 
textbook, the student has them always with him, and can refer them 
the occasion arises, and can revise them when necessary, 

Such facts and knowledge the textbook gives must clearly, 
simply and logically set out. textbook give pupils foundation 
language that pupils can follow and understand easily. textbook which 
written that can understood only after the teacher has 
simplified not much use. This means also that the textbook 
must well graded; that is, must written for those who are 
use it, and one who understands the capacity the age-group for 
which written. This often not the case. For instance, find 
textbooks English grammar and composition, written ostensibly for 
high school pupils, which are, for the most part, quite beyond the 
capacity all but the cleverest pupils. They may good books far 
the subject-matter goes. But the interest the author has been 
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with the subject-matter, and not with the students for whom was 
writing. The result that the book little use. 

(ii) The second function the textbook that should lead 
students think for themselves. Information textbook should 
given such way that the student given opportunities think 
about what presented, and, more than that, definitely challenged 
so. This may means pertinent questions, which can 
answered only after the facts given and their implications have been the 
subject thought. may through the way which the matter 
presented. Inductive thinking may encouraged and developed the 
way which information and instances are given science, mathematics 
and grammar textbooks. But the study textbook does not lead 
its readers think, has failed. The textbook which does lead 
students think for themselves also the greatest help the 
teacher, enables him help his pupils escape from the clutches 
the cramming demon. 

(iii) The third function the textbook open various new 
avenues thought and study. good textbook will make very 
evident that what given the book only beginning. will 
create interest and help develop that interest suggestions how 
what given the book may followed and developed. Such 
books will enable students and teachers avoid the disastrous fallacy 
that all that done master what given the book. For 
instance, reader, particularly for upper classes, both the mother- 
tongue and English, giving interesting and exciting extracts from 
classics and other worthwhile books, will create the desire read those 
books from which the extracts are taken. well remember, how 
boy, such reader took /vanhoe and The Talisman and some 
Kipling’s and Sir Rider Haggard’s books. same thing can 
done connexion with history the use extracts from biographies 
and historical novels. 

good textbook will give references other books the same 
subject suited the stage the students for whom written, and 
will thus help widen their outlook, develop their interests and open 
vistas knowledge and discovery. Many suggestions this sort 
can made all subjects. Even readers the mother-tongue 
and English the lower classes, references other books suitable 
standard will encourage the reading habit and widen interest. School 
authorities, course, have see that such books are available 
the libraries. 

(iv) textbook should help pupils relate what they are learning 
life. This relating education life one the main objects 
the teacher, and entitled get help achieving his object 
from the textbook. Wherever basic education adopted, the textbook 
will this more less automatically. But, even without basic educa- 
tion, should feature textbook history geography, for 
example, that the relation what being learned modern life 
brought out, and that pupils are led think along these lines. 
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(v) the function textbook suggest and open avenues 
for practical work. textbook should suggest various types 
expression work, creative activity, and practical work which will 
the outcome learning what the book. not enough for the 
textbook simply supply facts. must suggest how these facts and 
knowledge may used. must encourage practical activity. The 
lessons English reader, for example, will lead words and idioms 
being used the pupils and will suggest ways which what has been 
learned the lesson may put into practice. The science textbook 
will suggest further experiments which can carried out. The 
reader the mother-tongue will suggest creative work which can 
done. good textbook will inevitably lead practical application 
what learned. 

Finally let emphasize again that the function the textbook 
tool for the use student and teacher. never all-suffi- 
cient. can never give the last word. function help 
give foundation which the pupils, with the aid the teacher, can 
build, and suggest ways which that building may carried 
readers who are led think for themselves. 


ONE TEXTBOOK Qualified Plea 
MANY? for State Control 


* 
can said that teachers should left absolutely 
unfettered carry out their most important task. This, however, 
postulates ideal conditions which are far from being present anywhere. 
Various material, political, social and psychological factors have 
taken into consideration practice, and educational administrators have 
make continual compromises between the ideal and the practical. 
Even the highest realm scientific research full freedom gives rise 
evils different kinds and has, therefore, severely curtailed 
various ways. have, fact, recently seen the rise Soviet 
science heredity and even Soviet physics and chemistry the 
one hand, and are watching the emergence system complete 
segregation atomic scientists and the denial freedom move- 
ment distinguished men for fear their being communists. 
The object education being the moulding the young mind, the 
advocates different ideologies wish influence their own 
direction, while the State wants see that permanent ill-effects from 
its own point view are not produced the growing child. wise 
democratic government should, however, see that the child does not 
develop too rigid mentality but learns think for himself. 
totalitarian regime will, the other hand, try bring the child 
according definite pattern, unable judge, even ignorant the 
existence of, any other regime. The school textbook, being one the 
most potent means influencing the child mind, has been the subject 
continual discussion. Some advocate complete freedom 
selection and use, others demand that should under the strict 
control the State. 

The controversy, however, not always based the ideological 
ground the proper sphere the State the control the 
educational system. capitalist countries the writing, the publishing, 
the selling, and even the prescribing school textbooks have given 
rise vast vested interests which are almost completely indifferent 
educational principles, and are only concerned with the pecuniary 
profits that can made out them. ‘This money incentive has 
tended vitiate what should the pure moral atmosphere the 
school. The question one many textbooks cannot, therefore, 
answered offhand simple manner. Perfect freedom 
selection textbooks will give rise one set evils, while the 
prescription single textbook each subject will lead abuses 
another 

The consideration the question must have some reference the 
actual system educational organization and control, and the general 
level public morality and intelligence the country. When 
said that there should complete freedom the selection text- 
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books, naturally ask: Who have this freedom? teacher 
the subject, the headmaster; the committee board that 
controls the school and bears, wholly partially, the pecuniary res- 
ponsibility for the school; the local body that charged with the 
duty regulating education its domain and probably bears some 
the expenditure; or, finally, the Ministry Education the State 
which generally pays the greater portion the expense the school 
means grants-in-aid, and ultimately charged under the consti- 
tution with the duty seeing that all citizens are provided with adequate 
facilities for education? possible that some these steps may 
occasionally missing, but most parts India they represent the 
successive stages the educational organization. 

these agencies only the teacher—or most also the head- 
master—who actually concerned with the teaching the pupil. 
the teacher, certainly elementary schools and probably also many 
secondary schools, one can hardly say that has the ability, the 
time the capacity come reasonable the 
comparative merits the various books considered before 
arriving final decision. Ordinarily too ill-paid able 
resist successfully the temptations that may put before him 
publishers’ representatives who are keen pushing the sales their 
own publications. has add his meagre salary engaging 
private tuitions some other business, and cannot therefore spare the 
time for comparing the merits various books his subject. 
therefore glad somebody makes the choice for him; gladder 
still the book selected easy teach and requires the least amount 
personal effort previous preparation; inclined resist 
any change will require some extra effort make himself familiar 
with new book. Similar remarks apply the headmaster who is, 
addition, burdened with lot administrative work and who, morever, 
unless expert the subject, would unable pass con- 
sidered opinion the merits competing books and would have 
therefore depend the opinion others. aware that these 
remarks appear very ungenerous class deserving people; 
and there really are few among them who consider educational 
work mission and who are interested the subjects they teach 
that they would like make experiments their methods. very 
few them even write new books place their ideas before their 
colleagues the profession, and would like give them the utmost 
freedom so. But most new school books are generally rehash 
the material given other books, and are frequently written with 
the sole object making money their sale. Occasionally the name 
prominent educationist given the author while the actual writer 
some humble teacher who remains the background. 

school committees boards that control schools appear 
quite unfit make proper selection textbooks. Most their 
members are not educationists—some them are said hardly 
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literate—and have often been elected for other than educational 
qualifications. They would have depend their expert adviser 
who can hardly competent enough all subjects, and they are often 
reported having been influenced non-educational considerations. 
appears, therefore, that for the work selecting textbooks 
efficient agency required consisting experts various subjects, and 
only the State that can afford engage such agency. 
members such selection boards should not only experts but 
should well paid for this very onerous work. New books that come 
into the market would course also reviewed educational 
journals which are expected into their merits and defects, and 
most these books and journals should added the school library 
for consultation the teachers and pupils. competent teacher who 
interested his work will have private personal notebook 
which will jot down any fresh ideas may meet with any new 
books educational magazines for use his classes. finds later 
that can materially improve the actual books use, may 
even write one himself. But not see much use writing school 
textbooks too large numbers. 

This consideration the actual state things especially India 
would lead one the conclusion that there should only one 
most few textbooks each subject for general use the class, and 
each such book should have some special character its own the 
matter range, difficulty presentation. ‘These books should 
prepared under the detailed supervision and criticism competent 
experts. arrangements will have under the general 
superintendence the State, but this superintendence should not 
wooden and mechanical many government arrangements often tend 
be. particular the approved and prescribed books should 
under continual process revision and adaptation, and teachers 
should encouraged communicate their ideas and criticisms the 
approving committee, and any really good suggestions should suitably 
‘These observations apply specially books factual 
subjects like science and mathematics, history and geography. such 
subjects there really need for too many approved prescribed 
books. would, however, like emphasize that suggestions should 
not have the effect creating private monopoly for the benefit 
few persons. While the authors and publishers any approved 
and prescribed books should adequately compensated, they should 
not have continuing interest pushing the sales any book. All 
rights should once for all acquired the Government, and 
revised editions should brought out under the Government’s own 
direction. 

The case somewhat different with subjects that are not capable 
exact definition like literature, civics language. these cases several 
alternative books would quite feasible and useful. When, however, 
the prescribing authority one and the same, will probably select 
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some one book for all schools within its jurisdiction, least when the 
conditions these schools are approximately the same. This does 
not mean that the choice another book would necessarily have been 
worse. may perhaps useful change the book every three 
four years little variety the teachers who would bored 
teaching the same literary passage story every year. the case 
such books also necessary vest the full rights the books 
the Government which the last resort the prescribing 
authority, least for primary schools. such schools, conditions all 
over the State are not identical but vary from place place, and the 
school readers are probably the only books that come into the hands 
the children these schools. ‘The school readers, therefore, will have 
contain some lessons specially suited the children different 
places. Hence the Government itself prepares these readers takes 
them over from private publishers, there will have different 
editions these readers for different parts the State. Some lessons 
general character will course common all the editions, 
but others will adapted the needs different places. 
exactly the same Marathi readers will not suit schools the Ratnagiri, 
Satara and Khandesh districts. same remarks will apply some 
measure books geography, nature study and perhaps history 
the lower classes these schools. 

These variations must made educational considerations alone. 
But where these are not question, there much said for the 
use the same textbook the same subject for all schools the same 
type when the direction and control elementary education State 
the hands its Government. The books will cheaper and 
more attractive large editions can printed than only limited 
number copies can sold. would not create needless difficulties for 
pupils who for various reasons have migrate from one school another; 
would more convenient for teachers when they are transferred 
and inspecting officers would better able compare the efficiency 
schools their charge. These are not reasons overpowering 
importance; but, when educational efficiency not affected, would 
silly lose these benefits from the single-book system. 

The above remarks, have already said, apply only the large 
majority schools under the general control the State. Independent 
pioneering schools must given full liberty work out their own 
special ideas, for only actual experimentation that improvements 
can made educational technique. their case the State should 
only see that nothing anti-social immoral taught, and needless 
restraints should imposed upon them. case the average 
secondary school somewhat different from that the primary 
school, for the Government does not directly control manage the 
whole field secondary education and contents itself with exercising 
indirect control means inspection, recognition and grants-in-aid. 
Moreover the average teacher and headmaster far better educated 
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and can therefore trusted act more responsible manner, 
though the abuses hinted before can observed even their case. 
The present system having lists sanctioned books may therefore 
continued, and the inspecting officers should only directed 
observe and report upon the effects the use any prima facie 
unsuitable textbooks methods. The schools can even allowed 
beyond the confines the sanctioned list they make out special 
case. The textbook racket is, however, fairly rampant this field also, 
and strong action should taken against undesirable practices. may 
say that even the sphere university education similar evils are not 
altogether unknown. All that one can hope for, these evils are 
eradicated, greater sense duty, justice and fair play not only 
the educational field but the people general. 

have the whole written favour one most few text- 
books under the general control the State; but cannot close 
eyes the great danger the State using this vast power furthering 
one particular social, political religious ideology and thus making 
the child incapable independent thought. Education the most 
potent weapon propaganda, and have seen totalitarian States 
how can most effectively used. Some twenty years ago had 
opportunity looking into the series books for elementary schools 
Italy under the Fascist regime, and the constant praises showered 
upon Mussolini every lesson were positively sickening, for the Duce 
was supposed the giver all benefits whether natural 
man-made. Under the British regime India the officers concerned 
with sanctioning books regarded their prime duty not allow 
anything even remotely nationalist seditious hinted text- 
books. Children taught with the help such books could hardly 
expected grow into rational thinking beings. danger great 
everywhere, and our country where there but too much tendency 
indulge extravagant personal worship must consciously 
avoided. ‘The preparation approval our school books must 
therefore not under the direct control the Government but should 
entrusted independent and competent body experts chosen not 
for their political views connexions but educational, intellectual 
and moral grounds alone. particular, care should taken see 
that such educational matters are not made the subject constant 
political wrangles. The State should naturally lay down the lines its 
policy broad general terms, and the selected experts should given 
free hand carry them out far possible. 

have desire discourage teachers from writing books 
publishers from bringing them out. All want ensure that they 
are real additions educational literature, containing something new 
either matter manner, and not merely repetition something 
which has been done equally well before. While the whole 
favour one limited number textbooks the present state 
our country, should like see the growth adequate libraries 
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every school which would have their shelves any new school books 
that may published. With the growing number schools this 
would ensure for new entrants into the field educational authorship 
certain demand for their products. Only very few can pass the 
rigorous tests for acceptance regular textbooks, but for supplementary 
books there will always place; and the case subjects like 


literature, history and general knowledge these supplementary readers 
will certainly command very great sale. 
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for universities and schools developed from the Greek and 
Latin texts the ancient writers. Such books were supposed 
authoritative and contain all the student needed know. They 
were inevitably often dull, heavy and uninspiring. 

With the increase available knowledge became more and more 
difficult condense everything about subject into one volume. 
Facts, facts, and more facts were discovered and required 
included textbooks. rising tide education during the last 
century gave cause for books which many facts were crammed 
together, ‘potted’, attempt help the memory. 

From child’s point view, early this century there was one 
advantage having single textbook. least you knew where you 
were! You had only get the book heart (if you could) and the 
examiners could not ask you anything outside that range. Hence the 
hours spent reciting French verbs, repeating lists capes and bays, 
and even learning heart whole paragraphs from history book. 

Forty years ago thought botany most boring subject! The 
method teaching consisted the class reading and copying 
diagrams from dull textbook full long words. never occurred 
the teacher that might into the garden and observe the living 
plants. those days the teacher held the book very unfair advan- 
tage, thought) and asked questions out the set pages. 

During the last thirty years the pendulum has been swinging the 
other way. What revolution was history teaching when dates 
were discarded favour drawings and paintings made ourselves 
and with which decorated the walls our classroom! The teaching 
languages, too, has changed from that learning lists words 
grammatical rules the direct, natural methods ear, speech and 
action, well eyes. Practical work wherever possible and visual 
aids now make teaching and learning vital and interesting activities. 


THe Type TEXTBOOK 


The type textbook and the method its use must vary with the 
subject, the age and psychology the children and some extent 
with their sex. One would wish also fit the textbook the teacher 
and not the teacher the prescribed textbook. not sufficiently 
realized educational circles that different methods can more 
suited individual teachers, just individual pupils. Very few 
teachers succeed finding their perfect limited 
inadequate textbook the good teacher will always feel dissatisfied. 
practice she usually discards the and teaches from her own 
knowledge and experience. 

The ideal textbook fit with the scheme child-centred 
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education outlined the September issue Just the 
world the child expands concentric circles grows, his 
textbooks must reflect the stage has reached. instance the 
reactions given age will depend sex. Between the ages 
and boys may fascinated book giving practical scientific 
experiments, while the interests girls the same ages will turn 
making their own clothes and learning cook. 


Cost 


Practical considerations price determine the textbook 
selected and influence the decision whether each child should 
have copy only the teacher. the school where teach various 
methods have been tried. found that the school buys the books 
and lends them out each year (i) they get dirty and dog-eared; 
the children have pride them and take less care than they 
would they felt ‘this book (ii) There tendency 
for the school keep the same set textbooks for years until the 
books are worn out, whatever new teacher may feel the subject. 

If, the other hand, the books are paid for the children 
necessary, especially country like India, adopt book which 
within the means the children. This limits the choice. This 
financial aspect influences the adopting prescribed textbooks the 
local educational authorities. publisher knows that good sale 
can guaranteed through the recommendation his book, then 


able publish lower price. course this not ideal but 
difficult see alternative for the time, especially with the 
multiplicity languages use. compromise the adopting the 
best available inexpensive textbook and supplementing good 
subject-library. For this, subject-rooms are essential, happens 
science laboratories, and grants should made provide such 
libraries and make them easily available the children. 


The following experiment was carried out with children 
during two-year course general science. found (i) that there was 
one textbook which covered the ground with the approach that 
wished make. (ii) That did give textbook children that 
age many them were content with reading get the main points 
heart. They got their knowledge from the book and not first 
hand from the practical experiments. This introduces point into 
science teaching which absent from some other subjects, but there 
almost always direct approach life and action the subject 
teacher looks for it. 

decided, therefore, not give the children textbook all but 
use the money buy number books about equal difficulty 
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SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS 


dealing with the subjects that were study the two years. 
Each child was provided with good note-book and told that must 
make his own textbook based his own experiments, reading and 
observations. His book might illustrated with drawings, original 
cut from papers, coloured postcards pictures. 

Some demonstration lessons were given and the children helped 
the correct scientific methods description, but regarded 
important that the child should interested and feel home the 
laboratory than that should turn out account dictated the 
teacher copied verbatim from book. 

essential part the method was the library. Books could 
borrowed and taken home. One the valuable points about the method 
that taught the use reference books. Children, however, need time 
for this work. One must not upset child who supposed 
looking the heat metals found reading about comets 
roses! The value the method showed itself the time evacua- 
tion when were working village the country and had 
depend ourselves and what books could borrow from friends 
the local library. found that the children had learnt how use 
reference books and read and think for themselves. 

higher stage education some reference book books are 
needed form basis for advanced work science. 

point about the subject-matter science textbooks might 
mentioned here. Fortunately the modern type elementary book 
longer begins with mensuration, but there still tendency regard 
certain subjects only fitted for advanced classes. experience 
that quite young pupils can readily understand the simple atomic 
theory and the difference between atoms and molecules, elements and 
compounds, the analogy with letters the alphabet combined into 
words used. short, some theory which used left until 
late stage can introduced that the natural curiosity the 
child satisfied. This can applied also certain other practical 
things. Now that the use electricity widespread would seem 


more useful explain why fuse breaks than the mathematics 
thermometers. 


THE TEXTBOOK AND THE SYLLABUS 


The nature and scope textbook conditioned the syllabus 
and the examinations that have passed the end the year 
period school life. 

The practice writing textbook fit particular approved 
syllabus seems bad theory. From practical point 
view the syllabus may suddenly changed, may defective. 
the particular book recommended inaccurate uninteresting the 
child still forced use it. say that such books should 
not recommended, but there are instances where book adopted 
some time ago and now out date still continued use. Science 
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books get out date quickly, unlike ‘set books’ literature foreign 
languages. Another objection books being definitely recommended 
Education Department published the State that the 
children, and the teachers perhaps, will inevitably feel that this book 
learnt heart more needed for ‘pass’ the examinations. 
Anything outside the scope this book will considered waste 
time and the imaginative and enterprising teacher who seeks cover 
wider field will find little encouragement. 

The only argument for publication the State India would 
appear the one mentioned earlier, that large edition the price 
can kept low. This important factor the moment. 

Finally may realize that the use the new style textbooks like 
Visual Science Marie Neurath and Lauwerys, the idea 
the child making his own textbook, implies change our methods 
assessment. But this probelm examinations and standards too big 
discuss this article. sum may say that textbook 
prescribed published the State may indeed for the 
pupil and the teacher but not recommended from the ideal 
point view. 

The child’s textbook the life himself and the world around 
him. Written textbooks can but reflect, accurately 
these complex relationships. 

PRESTON 


THE HISTORY Plea for 
TEXTBOOK International Understanding 
RE 


not intend here deal with the general appearance the history 
textbook. concerned with the broader and larger issues that are 
involved the writing and use textbooks history. issues 
are particular significance for Indians today, because one sense 
are young country although have very long history. With the 
great changes our political structure since 1947, vitally important 
for tread with the greatest caution when decide what history 

this point should like quote from Miss Preston’s article 
appearing earlier this number. She says: ‘The child’s textbook 
the life himself and the world around him. Written textbooks can 
but reflect accurately possible these complex relationships.’ This 
really embodies the aim teaching history child for the 
development the child’s attitudes the world around him and away 
from him that more important than the imbibing mere facts. 

The author’s aim history textbook should the highest 
level. must have appreciation the worth all peoples, 
adequate concept the interdependence peoples and sense 
responsibility the fundamental values that are inculcated the 
child. The child learn history not merely learning dates 
political events number facts about dead past. Rather, history 
study the past, the growth the present out that past and 
the building the future which the child himself playing 
part and making history. would fatuous claim that reforming 
history textbooks going save the world the future. The correct 
information the correct perspective about their own country and 
people, and about other countries and people, correct and unbiased 
presentation events they occurred—that will give the younger 
generation better understanding which its turn going help 
shape the world the future. have not look very far back 
see the tragedy German and Italian miseducation youth means 
propagandist history textbooks. 

The primary concern, therefore, the writer the history text- 
book see that has his facts correct. Facts not merely taken 
from other history books but rather from source-books and documents. 
There are several questions writer must ask himself 
produce book which worth while. his presentation, has 
tendency glorify his own national heroes the expense heroes 
other nations? Does his history suffer from national bias? his 
accounts wers and battles justify his country’s victories and defeats? 
Are there statements and misrepresentations which create wrong 
impressions turn phrase? Are the facts described placed 
their proper background and perspective? Has maintained balance 
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and sense proportion his presentation facts? his ‘history’ 
more account political and military events than account 
humanity’s 

history teaching inculcate correct attitudes and strong sense 
right and wrong values, the unifying events history that must 
receive more attention than events emphasizing the divisions nations. 
Constructive events which show human co-operation 
triumphs—developments the arts and science, achievements 
humanity which have helped advance civilization—these must find 
larger place the history textbook than they have done the past. 
This what will give writers history textbooks the indirect power 
promote international understanding and appreciation the 
interdependence nations. 

What the textbook writer puts his textbook will decided 
what child expected know. Undoubtedly local 
history must take first place; but this not enough child 
citizen the world. here that India must move with 
caution. Independence has accentuated the desire emphasize Indian 
culture and Indian history (which undoubtedly were neglected the 
past). But our enthusiasm may now perhaps inclined towards 
over-emphasis. glance some the revised syllabuses history for 
primary and secondary schools will illustrate point. Comparatively 
unimportant events the history our country have been given undue 
emphasis—events which would find place whatsoever the subject 
were viewed the wider perspective world history. child 
Maharashtra studies the local history Maharashtra, and that 
should be—with one qualification. must still remembered that 
the child Maharashtra what and the circumstances that prevail 
today are what they are, not because Maharashtra alone has shaped 
them but because the history the whole India which its 
has been influenced events other parts the world. 

National history cannot get its right place and proportion unless 
studied world setting and world history cannot studied 
terms the history single nation. the frontiers nationality 
have been reduced and children must grow with feeling 
belonging the world well their own nation. nation, how- 
ever strong, can survive itself. Men’s eyes have been opened 
the two wars this century and they have seen that the world 
linked together economically, culturally and politically. What happens 
Ethiopia Iran today must necessarily affect here. not 
advocating that every child must burdened with world history. The 
point want emphasize that textbook-writer must not isolate 
facts, but must present them their right perspective. 

India today want regional collaboration the writing 
textbooks history. want regional collaboration subject-matter 
and content, the selection topics and emphasis topics and 
the use vocabulary. This will perhaps help eliminate the narrow 
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provincialism that often present. step further: besides 
regional collaboration, there must collaboration and harmonizing 
the history textbooks the two nations that live this sub-continent. 
would the interest both India and Pakistan history 
was written and taught dispassionate way, that past 
could forgotten and the younger generation both sides the 
frontier could grow with better understanding and appreciation 
one another. 

could well learn lessons from efforts made the west this 
direction. work the Norden Association one outstanding 
example international collaboration the preparation history text- 
books. The findings and work this Association have proved 
great advantage Denmark and the other Scandinavian countries. 
France and Germany, too, made effort 1935 for closer collabora- 
tion and better understanding through the method rewriting and 
improving each other’s history textbooks. results this case 
were not exactly encouraging but this was mainly because the politi- 
cal changes Germany that took place that time. These are two 
examples; but others may cited. 

Today the U.N.E.S.C.O. has advanced considerably the direction 
improving history textbooks. the Seminar that met Brussels 
August 1950, one the recommendations that was 
endorsement was the exchange books between experts neighbour- 
ing countries for the purpose reciprocal criticism. This system has 
been used among the Norden countries since 1937 and today history 
textbook published any one them without prior examination 
and criticism proof experts the other countries. variant 
this plan, the bilateral exchange history textbooks, has been used 
groups the United States and Canada, and Germany and 
France. 

There are many people the moment writing history books for 
Indian children the Indian languages. Before material question- 
able quality published, before much more harm done, would 
well for the Union Government lay down broad principles 
not only about the subject-matter and content but also about what 
proportion national and world history taught. Steps must 
taken eradicate harmful textbooks that already exist. ‘The 
services experts and educationists with breadth vision must 
requisitioned pool their knowledge and experience decide the 
code ethics followed all history-textbook writers. not 
only content and subject-matter that this set principles must 
apply, but also such other aspects bibliographies for supplementary 
reading, suggestions for pupils’ activities, chapter summaries, illustra- 
tions, maps, language, typography and paper. 

This article will incomplete another important aspect the 
history textbook ignored: that the manner which used 
the teacher. History one the subjects that most susceptible 
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the subjective interpretation the teacher teaching it. the 
teacher’s own manner, enthusiasm and interpretation that makes the 
deepest impression the mind the child. teacher has his 
tool history textbook where statements such the following occur 
(and there are many books containing similar statments); ‘The 
Germans are militaristic’ ‘The Japanese are the Prussians the East’. 
The average teacher takes the line least resistance. repeats such 
statements they are given and even goes the trouble explaining 
detail the children the meaning the word ‘militaristic’ and 
the phrase ‘the Prussians the East’ and fixes once and for all this 
unconscious prejudice the mind the child. Therefore vital 
that only first-rate textbooks and teaching materials history put 
the hands our teachers, for not even the best teacher can achieve 
the maximum results unless has these. 


BENJAMIN 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Education, Government India, New Delhi, 


The Ministry Education has hand 
project for bringing out brochures deal- 
ing with significant and promising 
experiments carried out the primary 
schools, basic schools, secondary schools 
and teachers’ training colleges India. 
The idea that wherever any significant 
work experimental nature being 
done, whether government private 
institutions, should brought the 
notice other workers the field. 
such accounts could carefully prepared, 
edited and published they are sure 
great interest other workers the field 
and stimulate progressive educational 
thinking and methods other similar 
institutions. am, therefore, addressing 
this request through the courtesy your 
journal all educational institutions 
India, falling under these four categories, 
and doing any kind valuable experi- 
mental work, furnish this Ministry, 
brief, compact and clear accounts their 
experiments. trust that inspecting officers 


primary and basic schools who may 
come across this appeal will bring the 
notice likely institutions within their 
jurisdiction and arrange for accounts 
such work forwarded the Ministry. 
The State Governments have already been 
addressed this behalf and have promised 
their full co-operation. 

should like make clear that the 
experiments have mind this 
connexion are practical experiments made 
teachers for improving methods 
teaching, vitalizing the curriculum, 
improving standards efficiency parti- 
cular subjects, organizing social train- 
ing and discipline new lines, 
introducing other purposeful changes 
the school with the object enriching the 
life and activities the children. would 
feel grateful these accounts are sent 
early possible the following 
Officer, Ministry Education, New 
Delhi. 
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Measuring Intelligence Indian Children. 
Kamat, Ph.D. Demy 8vo. 
xvi 244. Oxford University Press. 
1951. 10. 

This the revised edition Kamat’s 
book which was first published 1940. 
The fact that the book has gone into 
second edition within ten years its first 
appearance, even when did not happen 
prescribed regular textbook for 
any University examination, ample 
proof that has kindled interest Intel- 
ligence Testing. During these ten years, 
the book and the tests accompanying 
have been widely used teachers and 
educationists all over the country. The 
hope expressed some the reviewers, 
the first appearance the book 1940, 
that would incentive and chal- 
lenge the rest India 
well-standardized tests intelligence 


other Indian languages would soon 
available India, has least been par- 
tially realized. the State Bombay 
alone there has been standardized Guja- 
rati version the tests based 
Kamat’s work and attempts are being made 
have revision Urdu though they 
have not yet reached the stage final 
standardization. The book has been 
inspiration and model many worker 
the field educational research. 

Kamat’s standardization the fruit 
patient and careful work conducted over 
years and bears the mark 
scientific accuracy and precision. Meti- 
culously careful administering the tests, 
has shown, the interpretation 
the scores, rare insight into the working 
the child mind. The remarks which 
appear after the description each test 
item reveal what careful observation and 
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reasoning have gone into the interpretation 
children’s responses. 

Kamat’s work was done between 1920 
and 1930 and naturally the new Terman- 
Merrill Stanford Revision 1937 was not 
used basis. This, however, does not 
detract from the value Kamat’s 
work, for, himself has remarked 
the new edition, the new scale appears 
more urbanized and have lost much 
the simplicity and the generality the 
original Binet tests and thus much less 
suited Indian conditions. 

the present edition, important ap- 

pendixes have been added ‘Sex Dif- 
ferences among Indian children the 
Binet-Simon Tests’ and and 
Environment’. The first appendix contains 
analysis the scores boys and girls 
and shows girls’ norms slightly 
lower than those boys which the author 
attributes ‘the comparatively inferior 
literary environment’ that the average 
Indian girl gets compared with her 
more fortunate brother. ‘Environment 
and effort’, writes Kamat, ‘play such 
great part mental abilities that even 
there any small native differences they 
are developed under the influence 
these.’ This finding only partially borne 
out his analysis the 
status and Here his findings lead 
him hold the balance even between the 
hereditarians and the environmentalists, 
and maintain that ‘heredity un- 
doubtedly great factor determining 
the innate mental ability child’, and 
that environment also has fair share 
the development intelligence. 

The next stage Intelligence Testing 
India that having standardized 
Group Tests Intelligence, without 
which the average teacher cannot have 
handy and reliable measure intelligence 
which can readily use with the children 
under his charge. Attempts these lines 
are being made and the finalization 
these Kamat’s standardization will 
standard. 

Kamat’s study one the few 
pioneering efforts the field intelligence 
testing India and such will never 
grow out date and will always continue 
guide future research workers. 


The Indian Educational 
Asia Publishing House. per 
annum. 

The appearance the Indian Journal 
Educational Research most opportune 
time when, all parts the country, 
the curricula and methods education 
are under criticism and review. Without 
research, suggestions for educational 
reform are based largely opinion rather 
than accurately ascertained facts. 
What reasonable expect the majority 
able achieve, and understand, can 
ascertained only carefully conducted 
and recorded experiments and not 
wishful thinking, ambitious hopes or, 
the other hand, pessimistic estimates. 
Research carried out the West 
only limited usefulness India for 
cultural and social conditions will always 
play important part education and 
these India are different from those 
Britain and (even more) America. 
India have much learn from the 
methods research used the West, 
but need our own experiments centred 
our own problems and giving results 
applicable our country. stimu- 
late such research and make known the 
results that the Indian Edu- 
cational Research exists. 

While there can doubt about 
the potential usefulness this 
perhaps too early its career assess 
its real value. What needed most 
urgently not organ through which 
M.Ed. students can make public their 
researches, useful that may be, but the 
records experiments the urgent prob- 
lems Indian education. Such experi- 
ments unfortunately cannot 
carried out M.Ed. students they 
seldom have enough time carry out any 
experiment thoroughly. While way 
wishing disparage the research work 
carried out M.Ed. degree students, 
must said that its chief value lies, 
the results which can rarely 
reliable because the smallness the 
samples, but the training research 
techniques and standards which gives. 
the particular number under review 
there one experiment described, the 
results which are questionable value. 
Filling one word each only 
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twelve incomplete sentences can hardly 
considered adequate test scholastic 
attainment and when this test carried 
out only with Grade pupils can 
scarcely held adequate evidence 
for concluding that there 
correlation between craft ability and 
scholastic attainment. less ambitious 
conclusion might have been more helpful. 
would great help readers the 
Editor would indicate some way the 
relative reliability and value the re- 
searches that are published. 

This criticism must not taken tomean 
that M.Ed. researches have value 
but suggestion that some discrimina- 
tion should exercised. piece 
research may useful either because its 
conclusions are valuable and relevant 
topical problems, else because sets 
forth useful technique which can 
used and developed others. that 
its chief value then any report must give 
full details method and procedure. 
that case the samples the original 
experiment were small other experimen- 
ters can soon add the number 
subjects tested and check modify the 
results the first experiment. The 
would serve very useful function 
became the meeting-place, were, 
different workers all pooling their 
experiences acommon piece research. 
Very few teachers have time undertake 
large investigation but many could take 
part collecting material towards the 
solution problem which they 
were interested. Some the most useful 
reports far published are those contri- 
buted teachers education officers 
during the course their work. 
difficult overestimate the value 
such reports and the appearance the 
organ through which they 
can made public the greatest 
importance. 

Examinations India. SALAMAT 

Cr. 8vo. Pp. iv+124. Orient Longmans. 

This book study the exami- 
nation system with special reference 
The author deals with the 
development the system education 
dence came, with the extent which 


the system was and dominated 

external examinations, with recommenda- 

tions which have been made for im- 

provement the system, and then makes 

some proposals his own for dealing with 
the menace, the same time pointing out 
the difficulties that have faced. 

one could accuse the author being 
too radical his recommendations. In- 
deed one wishes that had let himself 
more, and devoted more space con- 
structive suggestions for revolutionizing 
the whole system examinations. has 
been cautious, but perhaps this good 
fault. any rate there reason why 
his suggestions should not put into 
practice without delay. They step 
towards the ultimate goal. 

The author rightly stresses the paucity 
such things aptitude tests, attain- 
ment tests and intelligence tests, compiled 
and standardized for India. aware 
the limitations objective tests. 
emphasizes the need for freeing high 
schools from the rigid control univer- 
sities through the examination system. 
also makes the important point that the real 
function examinations not selection 
but classification, the basic question being 
not who should high school, for 
instance, but what each individual should 

urges that examinations should 
constructed satisfy the objectives the 
curriculum, and should not determine the 
curriculum they present. The 
present emphasis testing memory 
measuring power judgement and think- 
ing and makes suggestions how 
this may done. recognizes the 
difficulties reform presented con- 
servatism, vested interests, diversity 
languages, and the danger coaching for 
tests. 

All those concerned with making 
changes the whole emphasis educa- 
tion India, and making changes 
the curriculum, will interested this 
book and the suggestions the author. 

School Books Must Cost More. Issued 
the Educational Group the Publishers’ 
Association, London. October 1951. 
This little pamphlet succeeds con- 

vincing the layman and the educationist 
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that while school books cost more 
today, absolutely necessary spend 
more them. ‘School books are neces- 
sary the child and his teacher bricks 
the builder says the pamphlet. Al- 
though plea the Local Education 
Authorities England increase book 
and stationery allowances schools, this 
pamphlet should read every parent, 
teacher and school authority India. 

large section the public and 
some State Governments this country 
are clamouring for cheaper books for 
children. School Textbook Committees are 
making low price the main criterion 
for sanctioning books. This pamphlet 
illustrates how misguided this policy 
and proves that, comparatively speaking, 
the rise the price school textbooks 
smaller than the rise prices commod- 
ities like cigarettes, chocolates and 
which people are spending three and 
four times the amounts they have spent 
previous years. Besides, school text- 
book only annual item and the 
increase price only works out small 
monthly sum. interesting diagram 
the pamphlet shows the tremendous rise 
cost paper and producing books 
within the last six years. reduce the 
cost production would necessarily mean 
lowering the standard quality the 
books for our children—which will not 
only the best should good enough 
for them. 

Mathematics for Technical Students. 

Pp. xii 418. Book II, 8vo. 

Pp. Cambridge University 

Press. 1951. 15s. each. 

are books general mathematics 
for students who take courses various 
branches Engineering Technology and 
are designed provide general ground- 
ing elementary mathematics. The 
matter divided into two volumes (prob- 
ably for convenience teaching) and deals 
with algebra, geometry, trigonometry and 
calculus. his treatment these sub- 
jects, the author has shown admirable 
judgement avoiding the too theoretical 
and making his expositions practical. 
This the greatest merit the books*and 


point worth emulating Indian 
writers the subject. The books are not 
loaded with too many examples. Most 
the problems are simple, direct and well 
within reach the average learner. 
effort spared the author choosing 
practical problems. The diagrams are 
excellent, the language easy and the 
printing and general get-up testify the 
established reputation the Cambridge 
University Press. 

The books are very carefully written. 
The author his best the treatment 
logarithms, the graphical treatment 
quadratics and trigonometric functions 
and has simplified the treatment 
conic sections and problems maxima 
and minima. The whole effort concen- 
trated making practical approach 
all problems. 

Nevertheless, there appears repeti- 
tion treatment some places. Topics 
such ‘Compound Interest’ and ‘Equa- 
tions three unknowns’ could have been 
avoided enable the author include 
the addition formulae trigonometry. 
Parts (c) and (d) Chapter appear 
little artificial. The method interpola- 
tion, the idea the Arithmetic, Geometric 
and Harmonic means, and the principle 
the transformation the origin could have 
been treated more fully. author’s 
treatment negative characteristics 
logarithms also appears artificial when 
done with diagrams, 

adding subtracting logarithms the 
golden rule ‘add substract the 
characteristics and mantissae 

E.g. 2-7148 3-1947 4.6820 

Also 3-4918 (5-3200). 

The author has not pointed out this 
rule clearly, with thesame suc- 
cession digits have the same mantissa. 

Such minor omissions are few and far 
between. The books are sure play 
distinct role textbooks for students 
engineering. They are well suited our 
diploma courses and the teachers concern- 
would well advised study them 
that they may get clearer conception 
how elementary mathematics should 
taught the technician. 
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This book the latest addition the Teaching India Series. This critical 
and retrospective survey presents plea for reorientation the study and 
teaching History Indian schools. The book concerned with methods 
teaching which have proved their value progressive schools, both here and 
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This the second edition the book first published 1940 when 
the intelligence Indian children was related scale for the first time. 
The book contains chapters the history mental testing, the theory 
and practice intelligence testing, the use intelligence tests, and gives 
detailed analysis the interpretation the children’s responses. 

this edition the discussion the nature intelligence has 
been brought date and two new Appendixes, ‘Sex Differences 
among Indian Children Binet-Simon Tests’ and ‘Heredity and 
Environment’, have been added. 
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